	Preference Observations

	Benefits
	Limitations

	1. Allows observation of naturally occurring stimuli
	1. May not provide an opportunity to determine preference for a range of items

	2. Can provide information on the student’s preferences for items already available in the environment
	2. Novel items that may serve as reinforcement need to be planned.

	3. The environment can be planned to include the presence of a variety of familiar and novel stimuli
	3. Student engagement with one or few items may prevent an assessment of preference for stimuli that are less valuable only in comparison to highly preferred items.

	4. May be easy to accomplish
	4. To obtain a more thorough assessment of preferences, lengthy observations across a wide range of settings may be necessary

	5. Allows for quick interpretation
	

	6. Allows for assessment of activities as well as tangible items
	


